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LEVERAGING MIGRATION FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT THROUGH PARTNERSHIPS  
 

In October 2020, the Principals of the International 
Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) agreed on priorities for a 
reinforced partnership between the two agencies at 
country, regional and global levels (Joint Letter from the 
IOM Director General and the UNDP Administrator). 
 
Among the first steps in translating the commitment into 
practice, IOM and UNDP launched a joint Seed-Funding 
initiative in December 2020 to provide incentives for joint 
collaboration at the country level. The agencies teamed up 
to advance integrated approaches to COVID-19 response 
and recovery planning and for the achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, ensuring that 
migrants and displaced populations are not left behind, 
whilst also building on migrants’ agency to drive ahead 
development in their communities. 
 
Steered by IOM Headquarters’ Migration and Sustainable 
Development Team and UNDP Headquarters’ Crisis Bureau - 
Recovery Solutions and Human Mobility Team, with close 
involvement of regional specialists, the Seed-Funding 
initiative is a strategic investment and catalyst to (i) produce 
concrete results through  scalable  and sustainable 
interventions (ii) advance the IOM-UNDP partnership and 
synergies, including at inter-agency level, and (iii) expand 
avenues to mobilize targeted and predictable support. 
 
The first round, funded by UNDP with a focus on the COVID-
19 socio-economic response, resulted in 10 newly  

 
developed and tailored country initiatives on migration and 
displacement issues, designed towards seeking continued 
support to scale and sustain these initiatives. For the second 
round, IOM is providing funding to support 10 Country 
Offices implement Joint Actions that advance programming 
for the response and recovery from COVID-19 and the 
achievement of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable 
development. 
 

“Our organizations both believe in the 
sustainable development impact of 

migration, in people’s countries of origin, 
transit and destination.” 

 

IOM Director General Antonio Vitorino and UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner,  
Joint Letter, 21 October 2021 

 

 
PARTNERING FOR SUCCESS 
 
An analysis of the partnership through a survey and 
stocktaking workshop in April 2021 showed that IOM and 
UNDP country offices considered the initiative useful and 
future-oriented. It helped building joint perspectives to 
advance COVID-19 recovery for migrants and local 
communities, strenghtening synergies between different 
analysis and policy tools and setting a joint strategic course 
beyond the seed funding. It contributed to strengthening a 
mutually beneficial partnership, with more direct impact to 
migrants and local communities, which is essential for 
maximizing the potential of migration for sustainable 
development.

IOM - UNDP Seed Funding to Advance Joint 
Programming for the Response and Recovery 
from COVID-19 and the Achievement of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 

IOM – MIGRATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT UNIT 
UNDP – RECOVERY SOLUTIONS AND HUMAN MOBILITY UNIT 
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Illustration map of countries benefiting from the Seed Funding initiative allocations (Round 1 in green, Round 2 in blue)

 

 

ROUND 1 
   
KEY FINDINGS AND SUCCESSES 
 
The Seed Funding initiative has proven that by working 
hand-in-hand, IOM and UNDP can create more unified, 
equal and sustainable communities in the wake of COVID-
19 on their path towards longer term socio-economic 
recovery in line with national and local plans and 
strategies. The first round of funding has shown important 
results with concrete policy and programmatic outputs and 
plans for follow-up, such as an assessment on cross-border 
trade in Lesotho or a review of migrant worker protection 
in Indonesia, that are helping IOM and UNDP country 
offices to jointly mobilize additional resources for the 
COVID-19 recovery.  
 
Furthermore, by involving regional technical specialists, 
IOM and UNDP have also increased their collaboration on 
the regional level and are identifying additional joint 
opportunities. The initial outcomes from the seed-funding 
initiative were presented at a dedicated event during 
UNDP’s Development Dialogues in June 2021, with the 
presence of the Principals of both agencies and multiple 
supportive donor statements from the floor, such as the 
EU, Germany, Sweden and Switzerland. A full report from 
the stocktaking multi-stakeholders’ workshop is available 
on this link.  

ROUND 2 
  
WORK IMPLEMENTED & EXPECTED RESULTS 
 
The broader thematic focus of the second round adapts 
to country contexts and includes elements such as: 
coherent and inclusive policy planning and 
implementation, community development, employment, 
and livelihoods, peacebuilding, community stabilization 
and conflict prevention, COVID-19 recovery, local 
governance, integration and social cohesion, engagement 
of the diaspora and transnational communities, as well as 
migration and the environment. 
 
Whilst the first round of seed funding consisted mostly in 
tailored assessments and policy support, the second 
round presents a specific and new opportunity with a 
majority of Joint Actions being more operational in their 
delivery with direct beneficiaries including migrants and 
communities impacted by migration, which will further 
contribute to communicate and showcase how migrants 
are agents of change who contribute positively to their 
communities and catalyze positive development impacts 
and how well-governed migration can be a positive force 
that brings benefits to local communities and contributes 
to the socio-economic recovery from COVID-19 and 
advances the achievement of sustainable development.  
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the IOM-UNDP Seed Funding initiative, please contact us at: 
 

International Organization for Migration    United Nations Development Programme 
Manuel Hoff, Policy Officer,       David Khoudour, Human Mobility Advisor, Crisis Bureau 
Migration and Sustainable Development Team    Email: david.khoudour@undp.org 
Email: mhoff@iom.int 


